Prenatal diagnosis of hemoglobinopathies.
Techniques are currently available at a few specialized centers for the antenatal detection of hemoglobinopathies such as beta thalassemia and sickle cell anemia. The risks are not yet clearly defined, but it seems reasonable to suggest that about 90 per cent of families may obtain useful information about the genotype of their fetus. Obtaining fetal blood as well as analyzing the sample requires considerable experience and skill. These factors continue to limit the availability of this procedure.